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THE THEIST'S CREED. 



A M'EETiN'G of the Society of Theistic IFrienila waa 
held at the Training; Institutioti, on Mouday Sept. 10 ; 
Bdhu Keshub Chunilcr Sen in the chair. 

Tlie proccediugB of the last meeting were read and 
continued. 

There being no other business before the meeting, 
the President called on the Eev.C. H. A. Ball, M. A., 
to deliver hia lecture on " The Theiat's Creed." 

Mr. Dall then rose and said : — 

Mr. Prosideot, Members of the Society of Theistic 
Prienda, ProfrresBive Brahmoa and Seekers of the only 
true God, Men and BrotherH, — In responae to 
your invitation, I am here to open your course of 
lectures, and to declare, as briefly and clearly as 
I may, what I understand by " The Theist'a Creed." — 
Not the Theist'a I'aith ; high as heaven, deeper than 
hell, broad as the universe. No. But the Theist'a 
Creed in the dose construction of that term ; — the 
call, the cry, the motto, tlie exponent, the watcli-word 
and countersign of Theism : simple as light ; central 
as the 8UU. The eun, aeuding out hia niillioua of 
rays in all directions, declares himself to us in a mo- 
nusyllablo. Even so the Theist's Creed declares itself 
to India and the world in a single word. Thnt all- 
glorious word is Theinm. On the second day of last 
November, our own Keshub Babu wrote it ; and I 
si^'ned it: "1 do herebv avow my faith in Theism and 
become a. member of the Brahmo Somaj of India." 
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"Would that all wfio love India tnifrl't sign it. nnd wnlk 
and ivork tngether, east, west, north, andsuuth, under 
its guidance, in tlio lii;ht and liherty of the cliildren 
of GJod. "Theism," is the manifesto, — the aimplerthB 
grander, — to which, the hand of our God has brought 
U8. In hoc signo viiitra. This ie henceforth our 
banaer of victory. " Tlieism " is our ono beacon and 
pole-rtar of absolute reii^'ion. "TheiBm" is all we 
need, in India, to concentre and rally the true church 
militant. This I caa say honestly as a Unitarian 
Chrietian, though mauy an orthodox Christian ciiea 
shame, shame ! Yes : so excellent a man as the Eev. 
Edward Storrow, my personal friend, felt bonnd to 
declare, in 1859,— ["India and Christian MiBsions," 
Pag© 90] that to him such talk is infidelity. "Infide- 
lity," he says, " wliether it hear the name of Vedant- 
ism, Brahmiam, Natural Eeligion or Deism, which is 
only worthy of our pity or abhorrence." Not all 
Christiatis are thus hopeless or abhorrent of our 
work; and possibly this very brotlior would not 
think of BB now, as he did thirteen years afjo.— - 
Tbeiam is man's spiritual idlegiance to the Only God, 
with all bis heart and all his soul and all his mind 
and all his strength. Couie what will, — through honor 
and ciisboBOr, — wo resolve, by the help of God, to 
preach TheLsm where the grossest pantheism riots 
aud turns all forms of matter into objects of 
worship; — where polytheism drives religion mad with 
its millions of immoral deities ; — and the baffled soul 
retreats to atheism in its bewilderment and its 
despair. Not these, we cry. No, no, no ! we say to 
these defrauded children of our Father. Not atheism ; 
not polytheism ; not pantheism, which says, Worship 
what you will, you can't go wrong, since all is God. 
No ; ienvs these distracting jungles aud come up the 
mountain. Breathe Theism, sweet and pure, aa you 
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go up and up, to meet God. out of matter and above 
all, while He is tlimugh all, aud in us all. Here, you 
fevered ones, itippire Tbeiam ; whicli, from the one- 
neas of the divine liarmomea iu tliia universe, knowa 
God ae one, aud without a second. 
■ On this table-land of pure Theism lived, for Sfteen 
centuries, the Hebrew people. Ou it tbey lived ao 
well, as to produL-e, before the time of JesUH, tlie beet 
religion that the world could show, and manhood no 
less divine tb a u that of Abraham and Moses, David and 
Solomon, Isaiah, Daniel aud Neliemiab. Jesus himself 
—whatever ehf: he was. — was the consummate flower 
and best fruit of pure Hebrew Theism. And the only 
prayer Jesus ever taught bis disciples is that purely 
theistic prayer, ' Our Father who art in heaven.' 

If all this be true, then let India's Theism rise 
and shine ; — put on ber strength, and hurl at our 
wide-spread practical atheism the truth of Gk)d, in 
Buch unanswerable appeals as the Psalmist's cry, 
" He that made the oye, ahall He not see ? He that 
formed the ear, shall He not hear ? He that teacbeth 
man knowledge, shall He not know?" Theism, in 
India, in no doubtful word, and has a large work 
to do. Language, to be sure, like life, is ivkat tee 
make it. Ho the sceptical, the timid, the foolish 
and Buob as can take even G-od'a name in. vain, 
may turn Theism into vanity and laugh it to scorn, 
1 say, let those laugh that win. Tor ourselves, we 
will quit us like men ; do our duty to our banner- 
cry ; truly define and defend it, in our conversation 
and our prayers, our confession and our conduct ; — 
and, 80 help us God, we will make it our own and 
India's quickening and salvation. Our little leaven 
ahall yet leaven the lump. Let our clarion blaat give 
no uncertain sound, and then, as Emerson would say, 
' the unslabla estimatea of men' ahall turn to him 
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that frivea it the true ring ' as the heaped wares of 
the Atlantic i'oll-ow the moon.' 

Tea: — he it said, once i'or all, that we are Tbeista ; 
we, who accept the true and godly out of ail re- 
ligions, and, with such cardinal truth, go forth to 
emancipate India from the slavery of her aupersti- 
tions ; to Have this land from the deep damnation of 
her present idolatry, nnd from all ber errors and her 
woes, aa &od shall worls in ua to will and to do. In 
the word llieism, we have all the written hood that we 
desire ; all the creed of union that we need; all the 
iixed profession that our present circumstances 
demand- TlieUm is the proud and pregnant word, 
rejecting an epithet,^whiL'h sufficiently devlarea that 
our battle is for God, T/ieog, The Maker of all, a^ainat 
all eiiemioB of Uia that He shall give us wisdom and 
power to subdue. 

Our main piiintia now, I trust, sufEciently clear; 
namely that Theism is the theist'a creed. Tes. As 
theiats we condense our creed into one word: and 
keep it one, as G-od ia ono ; jealously ai]d deliberately ; 
knowing what we do, and why we do it. EuuuE;h. — 
We may now jjo on to show how true TbeiBtn 
welL-omes to its fellowship mou of every creed subor- 
dinate to Xheism; men of every faith that may 
with truth and honor and consistency contend for 
Theism ; all lancea that are honorably free to fifiht 
for Theism. Nor will we doubt the sincerity of any . 
who say they are thus free, and not against us but 
for us, while they are willing to have ns kindly 
question their deeds, and do by their faults aa we 
would have them do by ours. 

Turn to the wise man, of blessed memory, who 
founded Indian Theism, the Kajah Kammohun Hoy, 
and what says he, in that famous Trust Deed of his ? 
Here is catholicity : here is compreheusion. He 
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fonnds the Braliino Somaj,— Brahmo bein^, of all 
the names of Gnd, on earth, the most ancient and 
original, — " to strengthen the bonds of union ■between 
men of all reliffious persuasions and creeds." All 
churches, all creeds, Hindoo, MahomodaDj Paraee, 
Christian, all, were to meet and join hearts and 
hands iu the Brahmo Souiaj ; even all that worship 
God, one God, Brahmo, the Eternal Spirit, Porom- 
pitah, the Infinite Father. 

Can all these come together? Can they worship 
and worlt together, even as those twelve tribes did, 
who, with one voice sang " Oh Lord, our Lord, 
how escellent is thy nftme in all the earth !" 
Why not ? I aak. If there be a human family, why 
not? If right-minded men constitute "the great 
family of earth and heaven," why not? To me it 
seems both possible and prncticable. 

Among the many reaaous that could be given, why 
it is 80, that which is specially pertinent to the sub- 
ject you have aasignod me, is the extreme simplicity 
and catholicity of our ereed. Our creed ia our 
crown. Do you not see that, by resolute adherence 
to a thing BO simple, we set our standard on a rocV, 
BO high that the powers of hell can never touch it ? 
Tes ; we bare yet to realise how much we have 
gained by our brave refusal of a definite list of arti- 
cles of faith, as the ground of our free catholic union. 
Thank God we have, once for all, rejected and repu- 
diated that thing which too many Christian bodies 
adopt and call a creed ; and which, to their sorrow, 
has often bound them hand and foot, with its 
expressed or implied cursings and anathemas, 
declaring that whosoever dares to think aside from 
that formula "shall without doubt perish everlaat^ 

It IB the proper businesB of every thinker to know 
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wbat be tbinliB, and to grasp bia own principles 
firmlj in Lia mind. He should bo ready on all 
proper occaaions to deSno and declare tbem. Tbia, 
obBorve, is the dnty of the individual : and other 
thinkers are free to adopt as much or as little of 
his platform as they approve. Only the feeble- 
minded and the unthinking must adopt it entire: 
since none that think largely, can think ideuticaliy. 
I repeat it, a creed is not a bad thing for any one to 
make for to-day's use, and for his own behoof. Tet 
even as made by the individual for tlie individual, it 
is soon outgrown, and confines tbe enlarging mind 
within garments too small for it. That is the miaery 
of creeds, as attempted statements of high spiritual 
truth. They soon become idols ; or fetters. They 
are pledges not to grow. 

From the slavery of creed we have escaped to the 
liberty of association ; to the freedom of a brother- 
hood not necessarily confined to India, but wide aa 
the world of educated and thinkiog humanity. Wo 
have narrowly escaped this peril ; as I, for one, have 
had occasion to know. I have met with it in South- 
ern India, in tbe case of Somajes that Bought advice 
in drawing up " a constitution :" — not to mention 
that brothers' controversy which went on for two or 
three years between our president and myself, upon 
the question of a creed or a cry, for this great move- 
ment of the spirit of God, which to-day is lifting 
India out of darkness into light, and is turning 
hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of hearts 
towards a purer faith, which must ultimate in some 
form or phase of Theism, Brahmolsm. 

Aye, eome form of Theism. That it should take 
on many forms, as many men have many minds, is 
inevitable. If the right spirit, the spirit of truth 
be there, the forms cuuuot be too many. For God'fl 
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pnke let us be generous towards tbem all. God I'U'es 
variety in men aa in fluwers ; in masses of men 
as in masBea of foliage. The cruel, the bloody, 
the accursed, mistake of the past, baa been to tor- 
ture, crush and burn these out of existence. God 
forgive them, they knew not what they did. He 
will not forgive us if we do it. Brothers we must 
follow God and nature in this matter, or we shall 
cut off the rif;ht arm of our strength. Let it be 
settled, once for all, that we welcome Theism in its 
diversir.j of thinking, as heartily aa we do in its unity 
of feeling. If Theism bo not large enough to shelter 
and food and employ every brigade, every regiment, 
every company of the genuine army of the True 
God, each speaking its own tongue, and choosing 
its own leader, ancient or modern, in its own right 
of freed(>m,^then give us something broader and 
more catholic. Theism, God be praised, ia catholic. 
It is of all nations. It is fur all monotheists. 
In its mode of culture, and apecial training, it may be 
Cliristian, it may be Mahomedan, it may be Vedie 
or Hindoo. Hqt must we limit it to India. It 
belongs not to this Eastern nor to that Western 
people, but to all people ; ^11 to whom it is the first of 
re I in ions truths that, aa sons and daugbters of 
one Father aboTe, they are bound to treat each other 
as brothers and siatera on the earth. Our natural 
and inevitable dissent, in the welcome diversity of 
mind among us, will lead to our division into many 
parties, churches, families, fraternities, somajes, within 
the Great Circle, the Grand Somaj of IheiBm. 

This manifold dissent must not only give us no 
pain or ansiety, it must rejoice our very hearts ; 
like the shooting forth of branches on a favorite 
i'ruit.tree, in all directions. This branching of the 
tree of Theism is for its health ; though aectarians 
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moat miserably mistake it for diut'nRe, and tlie split- 
tiui; of the tree into fragments. Theiam in its special 
forma of culture and doTelopmeut will be like the 
staple food of one continent. It will be rice in India, 
wheat in Europe, maize in America. Some Brah- 
mo8 will prefer to confine the good name of " Brah- 
moism" to Indian or Hindu theiam. Let ua not 
quarrel with them abnut a name. All will see that 
it was only possible for an American Unitarian to 
be a Brahmo, from the day when the leader and 
"uide of progressive Brahmoisra released it from 
imprisonment in India. From that day we, progres- 
sive Brahmos, bolieTe, not in Indian theism alone, 
but in Theism ; Tlieism without an epithet ; Theism 
the world oTer ; including, of course, the perfect 
Theism of Jesus: Theism as Essential Beligion, 
G-odlioess, Goii-ism. 

Now let generic Theism descend as the dew from 
iipaven, to bless the evil and the good, the just and the 
unjust Let it vivify its special growtha in all lands, 
like the common air. Let Indiahaye her theism, both 
conservative and prof^'eaaivo ; of the old school and the 
new school, and of fifty or a hundred schools, provided 
each bo honest and true to its light. Let England have 
her tlieism ; Grormany hers ; America hers. Meantime 
Theism per se, God's religion, the True Light, Light 
for every man, can never be national and local, like 
tlie religious of the Fast. It ia international and 
universal. The common law of England is not 
iiiteraalional law ; neither is the Code Napoleon the 
Law of Nations. The rights and duties of nationa 
towards one another hare always existed ; but it 
is almost a new thing for nations to treat one ano- 
ther generously, fraternally and lawfully. Until 
recently, might waa right. International Law ia the 
latest and highest distillation of all law. It ia, or ia 
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tn be, the Law of law : justice on its brondest plane ; 
right, not simply national, nor contirienta,!, but 
iioman. And such ia generic theisiu. We have ouly 
begun to understand it. Latent in all sincere jearn- 
iogs after God and duty, Biiice God created man in 
his own inia£!e, — it awaits tlie birth of a man large 
enough to diacera and record it : if Jesua was not 
that man. It is the not-yet- ripened fruit of all that 
is reliKious in human life- It will ultimately rule 
the race as a v ital faith ; — aa international righteouo- 
neas, human piety, absolute ruligion. 

This Theism is not ' Christianity.' I cannot make 
it so. Both history and geography forbid it. The 
" Ten Great Religions," so generously handled 
by Dr. Jamea Ereeraan Clarke, in his recent work, 
are. aa he says, " ethnic :" — they are national relisri- 
onB. China, Thibet, India, Persia, Egypt, Greece, 
Eume, Scandinavia, Judea, Arabia, — each of these 
ten has wrought out, and lived on a " great 
religion." And which of thoeg was Chriatian ? Kot 
one. That Christianity baa done more for Theism 
than all the ten put together, and, of all the great 
religions ia immciiBurabiy the greatest and most 
catholic, — and should grow among them to be, aa 
Dr. (,"larke says, a pleroma, the religion of universal 
unity, — I love to think, and hopefully believe. But 
that ia not now the point. The question is. Can a 
man be a thciet without being ' a Christian ?' To this 
1 1 reply, simply, yes ; assuredly he may. To make this 
matter clear, I have referred to national and inter- 
national law, as of ono spirit, consentaneous, har- 
monious, but never identical. They are two things. 
They cannot be the same. The world must have 
them both. Christianity has historical and geographi- 
cal and statistical relations, which I cannot ignore. It 
commands, aa jet, the nominal allegiance of leas than 
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a fonrth of living men. Define it as liberally as Drs. 
Hedge, Tlarke and others define it, »nd Chriatianity 
has reached a very araall fraction of the race. That 
Eui^land and America, Chpiatian natioua, are far 
better educated and are doing more for the world 
than Mahomedan Persia aud Arabia, or than the 
Chinoae and the Hindoos, is undeniable. But this 
again is aaide from the queation before us. The 
question is, Does all goodnesa show itself 'Chnatian' ? 
I say no. Others than Christian parents love their 
children. Christians are not the only men who tell 
the truth. Others than Christian people try to do 
rifrht ; think deeply, love truly and pray sincerely. 
Who shall deny it r" 

Every long-lived religion has lived on the truth 
that waa in it. Mixed more or leas with error, aa all 
religions iu this dark world must be, it had some- 
tbing nutritious in it. However thick its husk of 
error, however hard it? shell of auperatitiou, it had 
a kernel of vitality within. Men, it may be, lived 
poorly on it, but they lived. Now, to all the good 
that we can cull oiit of thcae manifold struggles of 
the aoul towards God, I give the name of godlinesa, 
which ia my synocym for generic Theism. To me 
the heart of Jesus Ohrist has been the fouutain of but 
one of many relifjiona, aud only this can I call Chris- 
tianity, uotwithstaudiug I am thus apparently con- 
tradicting eminent uuthoritiea, and good Unitariana. 

For example, the Kev. George L. Chaney of 
Boston, United States, haa an article in a late num- 
ber (June lB7a) of " Old and New." on " The Brah- 
moSnmaj." In it he says — "If Itam Mohun Koythe 
founder, and Chunder Son the leading teacher of 
this society are fair exponents of the character, spirit 
and purposes of the Brahnio Somaj, wliat better 
thing could we do than to accept this society an the 
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proTidential Chureh of Christ in India ?"— Wot ao do 
I accept the Brahmo Soinaj. Theirs is anothor 
branch of the Theietic tree. Nor can I ever accept 
them aa Christian Brahiiioa, Cbvistlau Theittts, until 
they discover and coufeaa that the spirit of tlie life 
of Jesus is the best known way to peace with God. In 
other words, until they bravely join Ram Mohun Roy 
as profeesed " followers of Christ" ; of Christ Jesus 
above allotlior historic sons of God. That is my 
position ; and it is Knm Mohon Hoy's. You may see 
it puhliahed here, in this volume, the crowning work 
of his life, "The precepts of Jeaus the Guide to Peace 
and Happiness." 

Another good Unitarian, a German, the Baron 
Von Hokendorff, said in London, at a public 
meeting, not many weeks ago, that " the general, 
international religion of mankind was gaiuiiig 
diaciples in Germany." "The Chevalier Buusen," 
he remarked, " had deatrojed the old definition ef the 
ChriHtian faith, which was, that there can be no true 
religion e.^ept Christianity as esprossed in the old 
tenets," " Enlightened Germaus share with Bunsen 
the opinion that whenever lltere is true and pure 
religion, tJiere it a Christian failh, even if it does not 
profess the name." And the Baron goea on to prog- 
noHticate that " this priociple of Unitariauisni" (aa 
be calls it) "is to become intcrnationai," not only 
" throughout Europe and A merica, but in thoso parts 
of the world where are religions that have never been 
called Christian." Now, I rejoice in all this Theism, 
but cannot yet identify it with Chriatianity. 

Just so I am compelled to dissent, at least in form, 
from Dr, Clarko of Boston, Eev. James Freeman 
Clarke, in " Ten Great Koiigions," (Zuroasler, p. 207) 
says; "To fight the good tight of justice and truth, as 
the disciples of Zoroaster tried to iiglit it," tcenturiea 
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before JeBua Clirist was bora ) " this is still the true 
work of man; — and to make a uuioQ of thi>se wiio 
wi>li tliuB to figbt for ffOiid. against evil, — this is still 
the true Churi^b of Christ." Thia aeems to say that 
all good is (Jhriatianity, and every good man a 
Christian. 

I cannot say so. — I see that, in America, tbis 
Wii7 of identifying Christianity with absolute reli- 
gion, 18 a natural and noble protest agiiinat putting 
feicers upon faith, and God's church in chains, I 
see also that, in India, a dift'ereut and even opposite 
muimiiig is suggested, namely a monopoly of alt good 
and all honor, through all time, for one who was 
born in Bethlehem. It need not be said that, to 
men like Drs. Hedge and Clarke and Theodore 
Parker, such narrowness is imposaibjo. Parker is 
VHch a favorite of the Bralimos, that I need hardly 
remind you of bis words, (Discourse of Religion, p. 
188,) "Whoever obeys Reason, Conscience and the 
Eoligions Faculty is essentially a Christian, though 
he lived ten thousand joars before Jesus ; or living 
now, does not own his name." Essentially a Chris- 
tian ? He means a true man ; a son of God ; esaenti- 
ally a Thei^t ; or, as we now declare it, a Brahmo 
of the largest sort. — No : the Brahmo, of that sort, is 
not now to he confounded with the Christian. Though 
the broader thing is not necessapily the better, nor 
the country to be always preferred to the city. 
Bengal is broad, but I like living in Calcutta. 
I am a Brahmo residing in that part of our Father's 
Kingdom which Jesus built. He is still ruliug and 
improving it. I like it ; and shall not leave it. 

Thus I am with the Brahmos as a Theist, to walk 
with tliem, in the spirit, on that lofty plane, I could 
not heartily be ono of them until tbey themselves 
bad mounted to that plane, and nobly resolved to 
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have that, and nothing lower, for their ground of 
union; aud to leave each man free .to all of his 
uidividuality whieh might coneist wicli thiit, 

I do not quite like the compariBou of the varied 
harmonica of spiritual relationaliip, to genus and 
species in lower plaues of life, where "birds of a 
feather flook together ;" whore our hlosaoming Pon- 
cliiana, for iustance, is familiarly known to us in its 
three spetiea, tho Colvillia, tho Pulcherrima and the 
]{egia; or ouv Indian Fig, in its commoner natural 
varieties, the Elaaticiv, the Indica and the Religioaa. 
There is here something too rigidly fixed and 
unchangeable for the varied and ever changing circles 
of relationship in ihe human family. Let it suffice 
that there do exist in tho true family of Our Fitther 
natural and beautiful circles of affinity with which 
no Tlieist's Creed of ours shall ever iuteri'ere. lu 
this view of things let me be more, though you be 
less attracted by Eam Mohun Hoy's declaration 
that Jesus is the elder brother of us all ; the great 
iirst-horn ; greatest in service, and ever simple as a 
child : fully juatifyiug the Unitarian Christian cry 
" &od our I'ather, man our Brother, Jesua our 
Guide." 

A hook-guide, and a man-guide are good things, to 
have in a strange city. Choose, every man for him- 
self ; and, the best he can find. For mine, I prefer 
Joeus, and the record of his life ; " Jesus Christ and 
him crucified." Get better if you can. Aa I know 
no better than this guidance, called Christian, — and 
after a forty or fifty years' use of it, find herein 
nothing inconsistent with simple and free godi iness, — 
which is catholic Theism, — this special preference of 
a guide so clearly Christian, makes me, for aught I 
can see, a Christian Brahmo. Does it not? Surely 
it does. 

Again ; a devout and simple Theism is the 
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glory of tte Koran. Ton Itnow the Koran every- 
where honors Jeans ; while it jealously guards the 
absolute unity of G-od. Ton know it makes Jesua 
say to God (in its fifth chapter) " I have not apolten 
to men anything but what thou didat command me, 
namely, Worship G-od, my Lord and your Lord." — 
Now I deeply regret that the majority of tiiose 
called Mahomednns, like the majority of those 
called Christians, are too blindly devoted to 
Mahomed and to Jesus to he consistent Theists. So 
I think. But I cannot perceive how such as rest in 
oommon-sense views of Jcaus ou the one hand, and 
of the Koran on the other, — viewa which do nowise 
conflict with Theism towards God and the Brotherhood 
of men.^ — should not be fairly and simply called 
Jesus B rah mo 8, aud Moslem Brahmos. And so 
receive the combined name which conveniently 
characterizes at once their Theism and their school 
of Theism ; their position, alike generic and specific; 
iuat as wc have Latin Christiana and Greek Chris- 
tians ; and sincere Protestants trinitarian and unita- 
rian. The danger briugs not the neimsily of conflict ; 
and, ' nothing risk, nothing win.' 

I would copy no man sermlely ; not Jesus, and 
certainly not Earn Mohnn Hoy. " Why callest thou 
me good ? There ia none good but one, that is God ;" 
are words of Jeaua, and of purest Theism. That the 
lowly man of N'azaj'eth, my good paator, and beat 
brother, both in principle and in practice, for himself 
and for others, mado Mm the greatest saviour and 
guide of guides for men, who sm-ved man most and 
wisest and longest and best, — this I think it was, 
that made. Ham Mohun Roy choose him, aa I do, above 
all others, aud reckon himself, once for all, among 
"the followers of Christ." In the ardor of his 
devotion to Jesus, he even closeB the first of his 
three " Appeals in defence of the precepts of 
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JesuB " wilh " repe-atiug liia prayer tliat the day mny 
soon arrive when every' one will regiird the precepts 
of Jesua as the sole guide to Peace and Happineaa," 
(page 312.^ Much as some of ub rejoice in these 
worda, no Brahmo will aaurilice his individuality to 
Bam Mohun Jtuy ; since God permits no two 
blades of grass in the same field to grow exactly 
alike. 

Some of you, perhaps, sincerely believe that you see 
abettor ideal of life and religion than that of Jesus. 
If this bo true of " progressive " BrahmOB and of such 
ae assemble at the Mandir, then let us acknowledge 
that "ProKresBive Brahmos" ore not Kam Mohun 
Boy's, or Christian Brahmos. Keep your distinctive 
name, brother theists, and allow us to keep ours ; 
acknowledging as you frankly do, that your Founder 
is with UK. Let it remain an open question, which, 
of these two co-working fraternities is ultimately 
to win the other. Meantime, hoping that you will one 
day joiu your great Earn Mohun, and take the wnj that 
.Tesus trod, I would bo the last to hurry you. I 
respect your conscientious deliberation. I allow that 
Ton cannot honestly be Christian Drahmos, until the 
Spirit of Truth, to whom yon look to guide yoti into 
all truth, move your hearts to answer the call of your 
r.oble Eammohuu, as of Jesus, to the sin-weary and 
lieavy laden to take up tlie cross of Christ. 

AU good is of God. It comes out of one foimtain, 
jind as such it sounds like blasphemy to call it Hindoo, 
Mahomedan or Christian. It is only when we come 
down from God to his earthly instruments of bene- 
faction, that we can call charities by special 
names. Then, the eelf-sacriflce of Eegnlus, return- 
ing to CarHiago to dio for the aggrandisement 
of Eome, becomes Roman self- sacrifice. Then the 
charities extended, in this city, by noblo Hindoos, to 
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tlioTisanda of refugees from the Oriasa famine, are 
Hindoo chnritieH. Tben tlie numerous public institu- 
tione of Bombay either founded or aided by Sir 
Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, become Zoroastriau. Thou the 
countleBs beuevoleut establishments of Loudun may 
lie culled Christian. All these charitiea, with every 
good aud perfect gift,in every nation and in every bouI, 
deaceud from the one Soul of Our Father, None of 
them are the worse for not being ' Chriatian.' Chris- 
tianity would be the worse if it did not, as it does, 
welcome aud rejoice in them all. — —So, then, one 
may beaTheist without beinj; 'aChristian' ; and hu 
may be a Theist and a sincere follower of ChriBt. I 
thiuk that point is clear, India'a relii;ion of worship 
needs Jesna' religion of Tfork: nor will she ever be 
aelf-reliant or Belf-govemcd, till she obey the call of 
Jeaus to do God'a will on earth as it ie done in 
heaven. So I believe. 

But, my frienda, I am not here to-night to plead 
for JeauB. or to convert jou to even Unitarian Chris- 
tianity. For yon see that, by my view of the Tlieiat's 
creed, good and honest men may be Theiata without 
being Christiana, That creed I trust I have now 
declared, and thus siucerelj fulfilled the task that 
you assigned me. 

Brothers of the Society of Thciatic T"rionda, wii\ 
you accept, from your lecturer, fifty copiea, just out 
of preea, of my humlile beginning to enunciate 
Theism. This ja my ''Theism; in questions and 
answers," If you like these, aeud more questions, for 
consideration and reply. " What is True Eeligion ?" 
Who ia God ? How is sin forgiven ?" To a list of 
such queatious, these are in part my answers ; as a 
Theiat of the School of Jesus. 

Now, may I say, in closing, that you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, never raised a nobler banner-cry, or one more 
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needed in tLis dreamy East, than tliat wliicli yow 
gave to jour "G-oiid Will Fraternity," in the T\-ordfl 
" All Religion ia Lil'e, all Life is Growth." Too long 
Las India aonght, by absorption into the Infinite, to 
eaonjio the realities of hnman life. God has called 
you to high duties on her behalf. Now, to enconi'age 
hep to do nobly, let us ehow her, and keep before her 
eyes, and lu her memory, all that great and good 
men have nobly done. What man can, can man. 
What man lias done, and better, man may do. Only 
beaa true to the lieal, in the coming days, Mr. Presi- 
dent, as you yourself have beeniu the past, and God 
will crown you with a large increase of honor and 
diacipleBbip. Keep in mind the saying "As much 
labor ia needed lor conservation us for creation ; 
we are always in a bad plight :" and put fortL your 
Btrength accordingly, IcRt another take your crown, 

I am not aware that the Hindoo Koligiou was ever 
embodied, iu all its esBcutial principlca, — to the 
satisfiicliou of religions Hindoos, in any single' life of 
a well-knowE brother man, Cboitouyo, with his 
dootrino of universal salvation by a loving faith, 
lihakti, was at best the Wesley of Hiiidooism. His 
doctrine was not salvation by love, faith, tkouffht and 
Kork. It was far from the realization of a i)ert'ect 
life : as we sec by its sad fruits, to-dav. Therefore, my 
brother, you have not hesitated to declare "Jesus 
Christ, the greatest and truest benefai^tor of man- 
kind." Tou Lave thus dared, — and may God bless 
and honor and strengthen you for more of such dar- 
ing, — to set Jesus Ciirist foremost on the list of your 
own religious benefactors.. Making him "tbe greatest," 
jou have gone on to declare, of God in history, that 
such " true greatness always lives, a standing niifacle 
and an abiding revelation, to speak to endless gener- 
ations, aud to all the nations of the earth, of the 
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ingcfotable ricbea of God'e wisdom, power and good- 
neiiB." And you say well of all grent souls, that 
" we should bo love aud roTcre them, that, under their 
influence and with their aid, we may find Him whom 
they reveal." 

TcB ; men and brothers, he true to God in History 
We shall never rightly navigate the ocean of life 
without a well-thumbed record of the course or 
tourses artuitlly traced and retraced, from point to 

Eoint of the vujage, and from century to century of 
umau progress. Truly, all life ia growth ; it is an 
advance from seed to tree ; from the nursery to the 
college. They of old are tho infanta of time ; and, so 
far as anything in thiH jouug world is ancient, we 
are the ancients. God give us to know how little we 
linnw : and help US to treasure and use that little well. 
M.iy He save us from the childish folly of putting 
off in a ship, across a map-less, chart-leas ocean, 
regai'dless of fug and gale aud hurricane. We need 
a captain and a compass : let us cliooao the heat : the 
best man, the beat record. 

Brothers of the Society of Theistie Trienda, let 
me charge each man of you, while keeping an open 
eye for ali truth, to be atendfast, every one of you, 
to his own eonvictioiia. Until fairly and fully con- 
vinced, I ask no man of you to aay, with Theodore 
I'arluT, " JeBQB ia the mightiest heart that ever beat ;" 
ur that the religion that God gave us tlirouyh Jesua, 
" the Christianity of Christ, is the one only reli>;ion 
everlasting, ever bleat." — No; believe it not, until 
God gives you to see it so, through study and work. 
One thing, however, we will all confeaa, namely, 
that tho true Theist's Creed, simple and grand as it 
is in the one word Thehm, is under natural law and 
diviue commandment to acknowledge both its unity 
aud ito diversity ; aud to confess that its catholicity 
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and ita individuality are equally divino. Let God'a 
every freemau, — 

" He is a Ciefmiin whom tlie truth mokes free, 
And hII are elaTea besiilo ;" — 

froely decide and honestly declare holh those condi- 
tiona, io his own case, and ho af&liato himself to 
bia own circle of sjmpatljy and conviction ; 
heing a conaiatent Tlioist first, midst and last,— 
a Theist over all. And wb will welcome hira as a 
Theist brother, even though he feel, to-day, the need 
of no guide to God ; anti crave the lielp of no elder 
brother to aid him in tlio soro battle of life, and I't 
deftth ; hut prefer to aay, with single and solitary 
confidence in Our Father, 

" Oh Tliou whose power o'er movino^ worlds presides, 
Wlio™ vuicB creiitfid, and wlio^ie wiBdoui guideB, 
Om darkliii*^ iiinii lu jjuvi? i^tFiil'renL'e shine, 
And eliL-er the clundbd mind with tl^ht divine. 

Tia Thine alone ta cs!m the pious breast 

With t*iient coiilidt-'Tice, ninl holy rust : — 

From Tiice, fjrent Giid, Wf S])i'iiif5 ; to Tliee we tfiiid ; 

Piilli, iiiutlvB, f^uide, — oi'ij;iual and eud." 



Bahu Dwarha Nath SinglieE's Comme.nU on the 
Led aye. 



diiicoiirso on TliQiRm, with Bribu Keeiiub 
pi't^Kidiri!:. fell pruvidoiitially on tlie night 



Mr. Dftil'f 
Chnnder Son 

tblluwiog tliitt OTi wliioii ISalm Itnj Narain Bose de- 
liveri?d liis on Hiodooism, pre.iidpd over by Babu Deben- 
dernatb Ta>;nre. Tliia jiiiiutnri! of all'airs marks a wid 
ciiiitinst. between the two oIsssl's of Brabinos, the cousor- 
vativii and the progtfBsive. Babu LUj Narain Bo^e iidirmed 
that Hiiidooism was the best and tiuest of all rtilifiions. 
He aiiyht as well attenipt to pnive that Pajfaiiiain is 
Tbeisui ; or call Polytheism Muuothtiam. Baba Dubeiider 
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y^th Tngore, the aclsnon-leJc-pd l,..ader of the Adi B™hmn. 

tf ' T ''i?'^''?' '^"''■""'^ '■"- -^™"™™«" f'- - 

yeara past. IL.s retrD-ressioii hiie .uiturF.lk come of thpir 
«t«di.d oppo.,tion f, thepr„Kr..s made b/lLbu Ke Wb 

lo me. Mr. DdU apeecb 0,1 Theism is simple ini- 
pressiJ-e, and uonvindr.f.. Whoever re.ds it witb auJnt ™n 

BP.n ual « le,.ance to the 0„ly God; with «U hi» CA.Zi 
«II bis «oul, and all h.s mind, and all bis stron-tb ' VVI ere 

bao tb,s I embrac-e^ tbe v.hole Drab, 00 creed. Whoe," 
demotes his heart, .oul, mh.d, and will to ths exeS 
.erviceofGod .saTb^ist. He who giv.s way to no other 

at be true ,ov,«,l, ban. „„|j God ; eiiterUias no tboo-bw 
hot those wb.fh tend to the lrlo,-y of bi. MaW. and wb"« 
deeds are d,etated b, those tl,oa,ht« ; he is a trae Brahr 
rheu tie lecturer clearly preve. that a native ot ,.nj quarter 
of he globe raaj he a 15r.bmo ; snd .ives ^ood reasons iW 
calh„gb,m.ell- a Christian Urahmo. He traly e.ir'jesl 

l.e consummate nuwer and best trait or pur. H,.brew Thai! n- 
I say, with him, that ' Jesus is the elder brother of us aU- 
cbiU.' '>™t-l>orn,greiitesfc in Barnee, and ever simple as a 

Mr. Dall bus stmjipi! tbe life of Jesua abate fortv years 
and Bompared it «.itb the lives of other ^reat telphers of 
the various nation, of the earth, and found it the best of aU- 
oonflequeatij b« cannot but aticl; to J.sus as his Irde" 
He^^tbers b,K Thei.m from theteachings of Jesuf he 

fueias^V^",*""''" ?.', ^^'''^'''"' neither^Mahomea Con- 
ZT'k"''"'".-T\ Choitonjo.-preaehing such s rietiv 
pure Iheism as did the sen of the carpenter of Nazareth 
Now to disown Jesus, who has led Mr. Dali, iVom h-r.h 
to la.t, to hi. sublime and eatboHo creed, would be, Z him 
anactof the^ro.sestii=sraLitude. Can any really devout 
man who has thoroagbiy .tadied the saying. a,id^ae,.ro 



— ...uiuugiiij oiauiBu tn« sayuiirs and deeds of 

Jesas, us w. I as those of other reli.iou^ leaders, .^itay 
Mr. J)all empbatlcally alhrmB, namely, tiiatCiiriKt 
V has dune nii.vo i;..- Ti.aiu^ n _ii .1 .™ ""..ni,. 



what Mr. JJall empbaueaiiy ararme, namely, tbat CiiriKt 
'flnity baa done more for TheUm than aU the 'Tea Grlat 
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Relig'ions' put tngether; and of all tba great religions is 
immeasuratply the greateat and nio»t ratliolie. Wfant 
Brabmo, knowing this, can rensonably object to Mr. Ball's 
calling himself a ChristiaD Bralino? 

Thu luuriied President, Biibu Kealiub CSmndsr Sen, 
protects agiiiiist the 'iinhitpjiy expresaioii' Christian Brohmo ; 
freely aeknowledging that ' True Christianity is TbeiRm, and 
is far frimi being boatile to it.' I do not see consiBtenoj in 
thi«. What can be fairer than Mr. Dull's declaration, — 'A 
book-gnide and a maii-guida are good thiuga to have, in a 
atranjie city. Chouao, every man liir himself; and the best 
ha can find. For mine, I prefer Jetna and the record of his 
life; "Jesus Christ and himcrncified.' Get better if yon can : 
I know of no better thau his g-uidiince, calL'd Christian. 
Tet tba President merely says of thia, — ' Wo ara apt to 
look npon those books and projihets as onr guides to whose 
teachings we trace our conversion.' 

This may he so. Still let ua tbaalt Our Father, for what 
Jesna brought. Lctua confess our pre-emiuent obiigationa 
to him; tu JesHs, who welcomes all other brin^ers of 
good ; — uudthus become followers of God, as dear children. 



Tha latent declared doctrine of the Progrostive Brahmos 
touching their need of divine guidoKce, iliTougk.huhi 
men and Iwl/l hooks. As ginen by Babu F. C. 
Mozoomdar, colieiigue of Babu K. C. Sen. 

"One cannot aaaert" [pa^e 4] " that whenever we con- 
template thi> constitution of the mind, we are at once led tn 
recognise God and hie attributes. This is nut true. If 
it had been so, then all of us who possess minds to contemplate 
would have been led to worship Him, in the absence of 
any other aid. Bnt no. It is not in the human mind to 
lead us to the bidden paths of God's existence, — to lead 
US to attain the supreme Roal of onr mortal and im- 
mortal life. When wa contemplate the past sins and 
wickednesses of oui* lives, fiiends cannot give ua consolation, 
the domestic circle denies pence, and the whole creation is 
i'uH of gloom. I grant, it is true that at thia juncture we 
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do ft'ri tho necessity of some outwsril help, bo it book or 
man: but I ileny that wlieii I am in tliis foiidiLion of 
misfrv, tlitre i^ any Ijool; ur tejiclifr Ibut ran briii^ pL^jbce 
into my heart witb out tlie rpTelatioa of Him who is the 
father of our spirits. It ia for Him to g'we uh the revelation, 
the truth, the bfjht, the pcaci? ; though it ia fur them to 
give ua help- Thu man oi: Iha hook may bo tha mediuoi 
tfarouj^h whieh that li;!:ht is imp^irted. Cau I theu dispeosi! 
with miin or book P Ho.^Freely shall I hold by them and 
believi) them IW what tiiey are. ^iid no more. If I hnd 
a brother by my aiJo n-ho mil stru^sle with me in 
my atru;;i;les, and siiare with ma mj alilietiijus, my soul is 
hltest'd more tiuin I can eipress. That aympathy is invalu- 
able, that eiample ifi invaluiihlf, for my peaeu and sal vat ian. 
I fully admit this. — I admit also that if, in this state, I chanco 
to come across a book which delineates in vivid colors the 
atrugglea and experiences of men whose kindred spirit 
Eud'ered at one tima as I sulTur, — a book wliich points out 
hi)w such men aou^lit Him and found Him; how they 
wept and watched I'ur God's kingdom and found it out 
at last i-.-if Bucli men would, in such books, teach me as 
tlicy were taaght, and lisad mo as they were led, through 
the great relations and printiplea wliii:li were and shall 
he ibrevei' true, — I say, if such things were tn he found in 
a book, that hijok would he a ttBasuvc to ine, I would wear 
it in the heart of my heart.,..It is the loving voice of a 
religious teacher who can understand my difficulties and 
feel for me, and lead me to that path of iil'e with which he 
is t'auiiliar, when I stand iuvolvmi in the midst of f;looni. 
Blessed be the hiiok through which he speaks. Seiircli, and 
you will iiiul such boolis ; seek, and you shall iind such 
uii'n. It is from them I sny that you can find out the 
t'ountain of that bliss without which jour soul crinnot live. 
Sooner would I imk 3-0U to depend on no ivvelution of the 
piternal world, — ^to phice no reliiinee upon the outpourings 
iif the mind, than 1 would advise you to dispense with 
that glorious volume of Irutii, faith, love and self-sa- 
crifice, wliioh lies before nil men, in order tliat they may be 
led to the throne of Him who is the t'Fither of them all. 
Of course you cuniiot take one eirclufivo book, or one 
e:(elusiru man in this li^'Ut.,..^tllL it is imposslhlo for 
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you and me to make tlie slightest proffrepa in ppiritaiil 
mattern, if we spurn at the teaiiliinga of tUoEie great men 
and pmpbetii who Luve toiled, under the inspiration of 
Gnd. ivhu hiix-e lived nnd died, not for anj scifish end, hut 
tliat our wandering; spirits might be led into the suI'h 
hnrbov of heaven. Therefore, .my dour hrHbren, I draw 
the conclu.'-ioTi I drew on the last occasion; You mniit 
alwa_v» consider tho teachiiiftH of religious men and reii- 
giouH boidis ns the chief source J'raui whioh jOQ oan learn 
«n tlie subject of religinn. " 

l_Jixtnic/ from thf Third JLECture on Ti^cologti reJ^entl^ given 
in Bombaif bif Bafiu FtoIhj) CAutuler Mozoomdar.j 



In his second Lecture on Tkeolo(jji at Bombni/, Sahit 
jP. G, Mozoomdar, pagnt 7 ij" S, xptahs an folloics :- — 

"The universe is dumb, dead and seni^fless. — nnnbhi 
either to understand Or expiiiiii its own ghirii's..,.The hum- 
ble seeter of truth says, ' If I am to find Thee, Oh Liird, 
as Thou art in thj wisdom ai^d goodness, I muat peel; Thee, 
not in this mighty space hut in the temple of my own heart. 
And thus, retuniint^ within itselt, the mind bebsilds all 
intelligence, {{ooduesa, lovo and holiness enthroncii upon 
the glorj of eternal existence, — all within and uothinfj 

without But [fiiiie 8) when the heart returns witliin 

itself, it finds ivithin its own folds the face of Him who 
made it in His own image, and cries out, 'Our Fatlier whieli 
art in Heaven.' You know who it was that first prayed 
this prayer. It was the Man that brought hack the 
wandering world from its wild ways of imagination and 
uncertainty, to the true path of devotion and filial lovo j — 
brought back erring man to worship God in the temple of 
bia own soul. There yon muat return. There you nnusC aee 
Him always, warming up your whole nature, watching 
your struggles, and wiping away your teara. Ah! there 
us all cry! 'Our Father which art in Heaven.' — 
Many think that we have no faith in any kiad of 
religions teaching and religious teaehera; that we recog- 
nize no books, no precepts. Tbis charc;e is ungenerous.... 
How can we shut our eyes to the faith and piety of those 
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rnen wto have lived for un and dii'd for ns, and led; to us, 
alter their iJpafh, the itivnluable inlieritance of the spiritual- 
ity, love Hiid ritrhteousDetfl of their esampleB p— You eatcll 
tLnliolj fireof religian, love aud faith from a divine teacher, 
Booner than joa catch it from the world witiiout, or the 
uiiud within. ...No one ouglit to shut his ejes to that 
plorions volume of Immaii faith and humau piety, the 
pages of wliich are writteu so legibly in golden chnrnct-erB, — 
iije, also in chariicterB of blood, upread out for tlie guidance 
(li man to God. I cannot disregard, in my studi™ and 
ctfortfl after religion, that glorious volmne in which all nia.n- 
kind, all races and gencriitiods, have iuacrihed their spiritual 
esperiences and thoughtB, their fnith and strufrglea to do 
God's will on enrth ika it is dona in hpaven....Let us ai! he 
tnoght b^ the hnly eipprlencen, faith and piety of God's 
I'tiithfnl diildreti, for sncli are indeed the world's Bi^riptures... 
Open the revelation of nature, the revektion of the soul, the 
revelation of holy lives; and be good, be pure, be saved." 



Babu Kethub Ciunder Sen, in London, taid .- — 

" Do we not feel that the spirit of Christianity cornea to 
u-i as something very natural and oonjjeoiil to our heart*, 
something with which, by the very constitution of our pecu- 
liarly Indian mind, we are bound to sympathise. The true 
spirit of Christianity shall yet be acwptcd by India. There 
may be thousands acnongst my countrymen who deny that ; 
but I for one, so long as I live, shsll continue to say that 
the real spirit of Christ, India will one day receive. (Loud 
applause.) But I cannot say tlie same thing in regard to 
the ^ doctrines and dofjiaas which you have presented to 
India (Applause). 

The Hiudu, passing through a bewildering series of end- 
iees dogmas, still cherishes in his heart respect and rever- 
ence for the central £gure of Cbiiat." { Hear, Hear.) 




The Tiidian Mirror ,- Kesha^ Bahu'n organ, — in an articlfl 
enHtled ' Rajah Kali Krinhna's Triumph,' [Octuher llth, 
1873] asks, ■' Are the gentlemen of the Adi Somnj falling 
back upon pure Hiniiooi«m?" — It condemns the Adia. or 
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Old Si^liool. for their " iiinnTisistency and hypocrisy." It 
tkvora De. Slurrny Mitchell's rpcent leeture on Hindooisin, 
OS Pantheism ^i>j\e to seed iu I'ulj- theism. And it sajs 
" Ow Rum M[)liuu Roy had nn miboiiudej regiivd imd lova 
for Christ wLiL-h thoso who worship in liis [Ram Mohun 
Buy's] thurcli sadly luck; and wliidi they liditiilH .ind 
cnndema in othera. They ara liutjii's of Chriat and of bis 
fundainentii,! doutrinos ; and many ut' them look ujion him 
aa a fiikeer, a tool, and an imposter. Iu these recpeets 
thev have proved untrue to tlio I'aith of tha great Pounder 

of yiinliTniii^ni." 



Ifnlg. — This lecture -wm jirr-prxmil b^ request of the Progn^iiTU 
Srahuiu^, uf wlioae Saciely ul' ThiL^inLic trioncis, or body of tiiouluKicnl 
inquitem^ Uabu Ecsbub Cbuiider Pen is Pnsidcnt. 

It wiis reeoLved with a uiLiiuimoufl vote of thJUkke. A generfll 
diBi7UjisLi)n eusui'd, in whicb diTfrgeDt opinion* weri» friTlj exprested 
by tho pn'fiidL'nt, Bruhiau luisaii^njiriet, Lcinitujiim ChriBliaiia, uud 
cthora. Tlic Ui'turo wafl tben priiittul, entire^ in the rroercgaivc 
BraliiDi> "r"[;!in. The Indijtn Miirnr! — a fuurtb issue e»ntfliiiing, 
in bnef, tile remiirkd uf the pn^ideut aud oilier speakeris. 

Septembir, 1873. 



C&lcutta Ccatrid Fine Company, Limits. 
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